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WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?

In 2022, for all subjects, GCSEs
are awarded one of nine grades,
all are passes.

9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1
9 is the highest grade

OCR Nationals are divided into 7
grades, L2 Distinction * being the
highest grade.

L2 Distinction *, L2 Distinction,
L2 Merit, L2 Pass

SO HOW DOES IT ALL WORK?

You will take the following subjects:

English
Maths

Core

Separate Sciences

Curriculum

Geography or History
Core PE

THE PROCESS

The Process
Core
Curriculum
English, maths, seperate
sciences, geography or history

Your
Pathway

Two option
subjects
We will ensure you receive advice to guide you onto the appropriate courses that
give you the best opportunity to be successful.

ADVICE

When looking at the other subjects you will need to indicate two other subjects
from the blocks. Discussions can be had with staff via the department email
addresses below.
Catering

CateringDept@suacademy.co.uk

English

EnglishDept@suacademy.co.uk

Maths

MathsDept@suacademy.co.uk

Drama

DramaDept@suacademy.co.uk

Art

ArtDept@suacademy.co.uk

DT

DTDept@suacademy.co.uk

Business

BusinessDept@suacademy.co.uk

History

HistoryDept@suacademy.co.uk

MFL

MFLDept@suacademy.co.uk

Science

ScienceDept@suacademy.co.uk

Geography

GeographyDept@suacademy.co.uk

Music

MusicDept@suacademy.co.uk

Psychology

Psychology@suacademy.co.uk

RE

REDept@suacademy.co.uk

Sport

SportDept@suacademy.co.uk

Health

HealthDept@suacademy.co.uk

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Qualification: GCSE English Language

Exam Board:

AQA

Assessment:

Examination 100%

Content:
The AQA GCSE English Language course encourages students to develop knowledge and skills in reading,
writing and the spoken word. The course provides students with varied opportunities to read widely for
pleasure across a range of high quality texts. Through reading a range of fiction and non-fiction texts,
students will develop their ability to read for meaning, develop their own interpretations and talk about
challenging concepts. They will also be exposed to a range of sophisticated vocabulary including grammatical terminology, literary vocabulary and key linguistic terms that they need to criticise and analyse
what they read.

Examinations:
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1 hour 45 minutes. 50% of the qualification).
Students will read a creative text in Section A and consider how writers use narrative and descriptive
techniques to capture the interest of their readers. The source for the reading questions will be a Literature fiction text drawn from either the 20th or 21st century. In section B, they must write their own
creative text, inspired by the topic that they have responded to in section A; they must demonstrate their
own narrative and descriptive skills in response to a written prompt, scenario or visual image.
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (1 hour 45 minutes. 50% of the qualification).
Students will evaluate how writers convey particular viewpoints and perspectives on issues that are important to the way we think and live our lives. Students will demonstrate their reading skills by responding to two linked sources from different time periods and genres. They must then consider and compare
how each text presents a perspective or viewpoint to influence the reader. In Section B, they must respond to a prompt and present their own viewpoint by writing in a specific manner within a given genre
such as a letter or speech.
Teacher responsible: Ms Parkes

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Qualification: GCSE English Literature

Exam Board:

Eduqas

Assessment:

Examination 100%

Content:
The Eduqas GCSE in English Literature encourages students to engage and discover a love of reading,
writing and critical thinking. The course provides students with opportunities to read widely for pleasure
across a range of high quality texts in the genres of prose, poetry and drama. Students will develop an
understanding of how Literature is both enriching and influential within the world that we live. It also
enables students to make connections across their reading and develop a clear understanding of key
literary themes and concepts.

Examinations:
Paper 1: Shakespeare and Poetry 1789 to the Present Day (2 hours, 40% of the qualification).
Section A of this paper is comprised of one extract question, and one essay question based on the reading of the Shakespeare play ‘Macbeth’.
In Section B, Students will also answer two questions based on poems from the Eduqas Poetry Anthology,
one of which involves comparison of ideas and poetic methods.
Paper 2: Post 1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry from 20 th/21st Century
(2 hours 30 minutes , 60% of the qualification).
Section A of this paper is comprised of one source-based question about the post 1914 drama text ‘An
Inspector Calls. by J.B. Priestley.
In Section B, students will respond to one source-based question about the 19th Century prose text ‘A
Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens.
Section C has two questions on unseen poems, one of which involves comparison. Students will be encouraged to explore their independent interpretations and then compare the ways the poets explore
their ideas.
Teacher responsible: Ms Parkes

MATHS
Qualification: GCSE Mathematics

Exam Board:

Edexcel

Assessment:

Examination 100%

Content:
GCSE mathematics continues to build on what students have already learned during their
time with us. They must be able to demonstrate their ability to recall knowledge; use and
manipulate algebraic expressions and solve equations; extract information from tables, charts
and diagrams; carry out calculations with and without the use of a calculator; approximate;
recognise patterns and handle data. They will also need to be able to use and apply their
mathematical knowledge and skills in solving problems and answering questions in a functional context. Homework will serve to reinforce and extend the ideas introduced in class,
widen the mathematical experiences of students, and develop skills in problem solving. Regular assessments will take place to monitor progress.
Examinations:
You will sit three 1 hour 30 minute examinations in Year 11:
Paper 1

Non-Calculator

Paper 2

Calculator

Paper 3

Calculator

Teacher responsible: Mr Taylor

SCIENCE
Qualifications:
Exam Boards:
Assessment:

GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics
AQA
Examination 100%

Content:
In Year 10 students formally begin their GCSE science course, on the single science pathway
leading to 3 GCSEs. GCSEs in the three sciences offer a firm foundation to go on and study
each subject at A-level.
Biology: Cell biology, Organisations, Infection and response and Bioenergetics, Homeostasis
and response, Inheritance, variation and evolution and Ecology
Chemistry: Atomic structure and periodic table, Bonding, Quantitative chemistry, Chemical
changes and Energy changes, Rate of reactions, Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere and Using resources
Physics: Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter and Atomic structure, Forces, Waves,
Magnetism and electromagnetism and Space
Examinations:
Students will sit six science examinations, two for biology, two for chemistry and two for
physics. All exam papers are 1 hour and 45minutes.
The papers are tiered, with foundation tier being aimed to levels 1 – 5 and the higher tier
aimed at levels 5 – 9.
Teacher responsible: Mr Holdway

GEOGRAPHY
Qualification:

GCSE Geography

Exam Board:

AQA

Assessment:

Examination 100%

Content:
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment
This unit is concerned with the dynamic nature of physical processes and systems, and human interaction with them in a variety of places and at a range of scales. You will develop
your knowledge of natural hazards, ecosystems, tropical rainforests, deserts, coasts
and rivers. You will also develop an understanding of the need for sustainable management
strategies.

Written examination:

1hr 30min exam worth 35%

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
The aims of this unit are to develop an understanding of the factors that produce a diverse
variety of human environments; the dynamic nature of these environments that change over
time and place; the need for sustainable management; and the areas of current and future
challenge and opportunity for these environments. In this unit you will study cities, economic
activity, resources, food, water and energy.
Written examination:

1hr 30min exam worth 35%

Paper 3: Geographical Investigations
This unit is designed to be synoptic in that students will be required to draw together
knowledge, understanding and skills from the full course of study. Students will complete an
issue evaluation and two pieces of fieldwork.
Written examination:

1hr 15min exam worth 30%

Teacher responsible: Mr Washbourne

HISTORY
Qualification: GCSE History
Exam Board:

Edexcel

Assessment:

Examination 100%

Content:
Paper 1: Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of the Western Front,
1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches (1 hour 15 mins exam) 30% of final grade
You will study how key features in the development of medicine were linked with the key
features of society in Britain, understanding patterns of change, trends and turning points,
and the influence of factors inhibiting or encouraging change within periods and across the
theme. In addition, you will study the environment of the Western Front as an explanation
for the development of medicine.
Paper 2: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88 & Superpower relations and the Cold
War, 1941–91 (1 hour 45 mins exam) 40% of final grade
The British depth study on the Anglo-Saxons and Normans allows you to cover a short period
of time but dive deep in to society, people and events in detail through battles of succession,
attempts at control and establishing a lasting unified country. The period study of the Cold
War era allows you to analyse the events and the decisions surrounding important global
developments in the ideological battle of East v West including the Berlin Wall and Cuban
Missile Crisis, and eventual collapse of the Soviet Union.
Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 (1 hour 20 mins exam) 30% of final grade
You will study key trends and turning points that shaped Germany in the inter-war years. You
will study areas such as the weakness of Germany after the First World War and her recovery
before studying Nazi Germany – the rise and control of the Nazi Party. You will be able to
understand the different aspects within this period, such as social, economic, political, cultural and military, and how they interact with each other.
Teacher responsible: Dr. N Silcock

CORE P.E
Non Examination
Content:
The specific aims are to enable students to improve their physical performance by developing
the abilities underlying those skills which are fundamental to physical activities and
by practising and refining techniques.
Students experience and gain knowledge and understanding of the role exercise plays in good
health and develop a positive attitude to an active lifestyle and a concern for physical wellbeing.

Teacher responsible: Mrs Wakeham

Art
Qualification: GCSE Art, Craft and Design
Exam Board: AQA
Assessment: Coursework Portfolio 60%
Terminal Examination 40%
Content:
This course is divided into units and each unit covers a different aspect of Art, Craft and Design. Students are expected to have independent input to shape their course and work in a
variety of media and develop ideas in both 2D and 3D materials. Students must produce
work in two or more areas such as Photography, Textile Design, Fine Art (drawing, painting,
animation, film, printmaking, mixed media, sculpture), Graphic Communication (illustration,
computer graphics, packaging design, video), Three-Dimensional Design (ceramics, product
design, interior design, body adornment). Candidates produce a portfolio of work that must
include a minimum of two completed projects.
Examination:
Students undertake one external task set by the exam board to be completed in 10 hours of
supervised time.
Please note this course cannot be taken with GCSE Three dimensional design.
Teacher responsible: Miss Inns

BUSINESS STUDIES
Qualification: Level 2 Cambridge Nationals in Enterprise & Marketing
Exam Board:

OCR

Assessment:

External Examination 50%
Centre Assessed Tasks 50%

Content:
The course is designed to encourage students to consider the practical application of business
and economic concepts. The units provide students with the opportunity to explore the theories and concepts in the context of events in the business and economic world.
Examinations:

Unit 1, 50% : Enterprise and marketing concepts. Written examination (1 hour and 30
minutes). Part A multiple choice and Part B short and extended written responses.
Unit 2, 25%: Design a business proposal. Centre assessed task 15-20 supervised hours. Learners are tasked to design a hat which is the central focus of the coursework element of
this qualification. Learners will develop the skills to design a business proposal to
meet a specific business challenge. They will identify a customer profile for a specific
product, complete market research to generate product design ideas, and use financial calculations to propose a pricing strategy and determine the viability of their
product proposal.
Unit 3, 25%: Market and pitch a business proposal. Centre assessed task 12-15 supervised
hours. Learners will develop the skills to create a brand identity and promotional plan
for their specific business product proposal developed in the second topic. They will
develop pitching skills in order to pitch their business proposal to an external audience. Finally, they will review their pitching skills and business proposal using their
learning, self-assessment and feedback gathered.
Teacher responsible: Mr Tatton/Mr Smith

CATERING
Qualification: GCSE Level 2 Hospitality and Catering
Exam Board: Eduqas
Assessment: Coursework Portfolio 60%
Terminal Examination 40%
Content:
1.
Understand the environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate.
2.
Principles of nutrition.
3.
Understand how hospitality and catering provisions operate.
4.
Health and safety requirements when working in a catering environment.
5.
Cooking and food preparation.
6.
How food can cause ill health.
7.
The hospitality and catering provision to meet specific requirements and needs.
Coursework:
Internally assessed, externally moderated: 9 hours which includes a 3 hour practical exam this is a two course meal for two people with accompaniments. The applied purpose of the
unit is for learners to safely plan, prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes. 60% of the
total course.
1.
Propose four nutritional dishes for The Western Deli and Coffee Shop.
2.
Plan for the production of two dishes that could be included on the menu.
3.
Prepare, cook and present the two dishes that the apprentice will prepare and cook.
Examination:
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry is assessed by a written examination. 1 hour 30
minute examination. 40% of the total course.
Teacher responsible: Mrs Jordan/Mr Howe

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Qualification: GCSE Three dimensional design
Exam Board: AQA
Assessment: Component 1: Portfolio 60%
Component 2: Externally set assignment 40%
Content:
Component 1: Portfolio. Students are required to submit a portfolio based on their chosen
title and there is no time limit.
Component 2: Externally set assignment. Students respond to their chosen title and have
unlimited preparation period followed by 10 hours of supervised time.
Three-dimensional design is defined as the design, prototyping and modelling or making of
primarily functional and aesthetic products, objects, drawing upon intellectual, creative and
practical skills. Techniques and processes include model making, constructing and assembling.
Material choices include wood, metal and plastics. Work is marked by the academy and moderated by AQA.
Please note this course cannot be taken with GCSE Art.
Teacher responsible: Mrs Garland

DRAMA
Qualification:
Exam Board:
Assessment:

GCSE Drama
Edexcel
Coursework: 60%
Examination: 40%

Content:
Component 1: Devising; coursework 40%. Students create and develop a devised piece from
a stimulus. They perform this devised piece or design realisation for the performance. Written analyse and evaluation of the devising process and performance forms part of this component.
Component 2: Performance from Text; coursework 20%. Students will either perform in and/
or design for two key extracts from a performance text.
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practical; written examination 1 hour 30 minutes, 40%. The
examination is based on the practical exploration and study of one complete
performance text and a live theatre evaluation.
Teacher responsible: Mr Lockett

FRENCH
Qualification:
Exam Board:
Assessment:

GCSE French
AQA
Examination 100%

Content:
For GCSE French students develop their ability and ambition to communicate with native
speakers in speech and writing. During the course they will deepen their knowledge about
how language works and enrich their vocabulary to increase their independent use and understanding of extended language in a range of contexts. In addition they will develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and communities where
French is spoken.
The course consists of 3 topics:
 Identity and culture
 Local, national, international and global places of interest
 Current and future study and employment
Examinations:
Unit 1: Listening examination (Foundation 35 minutes, Higher 45 minutes)
Unit 2: Speaking examination (Foundation 7 minutes, Higher 12 minutes)
Unit 3: Reading examination (Foundation 45 minutes, Higher 60 minutes)
Unit 4: Writing examination (Foundation 60 minutes, Higher 75 minutes)
Teacher responsible: Ms Mays

SPANISH
Qualification:
Exam Board:
Assessment:

GCSE Spanish
AQA
Examination 100%

Content:
We are offering students the opportunity to study GCSE Spanish. During the course they will
deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary. Students will
start with the basics such as numbers, colours, opinions, hobbies and family. They will then
move on to the GCSE topics:
The course consists of 3 topics:
 Identity and culture


Local, national, international and global places of interest



Current and future study and employment

Examinations:
Unit 1: Listening examination (Foundation 35 minutes, Higher 45 minutes)
Unit 2: Speaking examination (Foundation 7 minutes, Higher 12 minutes)
Unit 3: Reading examination (Foundation 45 minutes, Higher 60 minutes)

Unit 4: Writing examination (Foundation 60 minutes, Higher 75 minutes)
Teacher responsible: Ms Mays

MUSIC
Qualification:
Exam Board:
Assessment:

GCSE Music
Edexcel
Examination 40%
Coursework 60%

Content:
Component 1: Performing internally marked 30% to include:

Solo performing

Ensemble performing

Approaches to performing
Component 2: Composing internally marked 30% to include:

Developing musical ideas

Compositional techniques and strategies

Ensuring technical control and coherence

Methods of notating composition scores
Component 3: Appraising written examination 1 hour 45 minutes 40% to include:

Musical elements, musical contexts and musical language
Areas of study:

Instrumental Music 1700–1820

Vocal Music

Music for Stage and Screen

Fusions
Teacher responsible: Mrs Jukes

PSYCHOLOGY
Qualification:
Exam Board:
Assessment:

GCSE Psychology
Edexcel
Examination 100%

Content:
Paper 1: Written examination, 1 hour 45 minutes, 55% of qualification.

Topic 1: Development – How did you develop?

Topic 2: Memory – How does your memory work?

Topic 3: Psychological problems – How would psychological problems affect you?

Topic 4: The brain and neuropsychology – How does your brain affect you?

Topic 5: Social influence – How do others affect you?
Paper 2: Written examination, 1 hour 20 minutes, 45% of the qualification.

Topic 6: Criminal psychology – Why do people become criminals?

Topic 7: The self – What makes you who you are?

Topic 8: Perception – How do you interpret the world around you?

Topic 9: Sleep and dreaming – Why do you need to sleep and dream?

Topic 10: Language, thought and communication – How do you communicate with
others?

Topic 11: Research methods – How do you carry out psychological research?
Teacher responsible: Mrs Branch

HEALTH
AND SOCIAL CARE
SOCIOLOGY

Qualification:
Exam Board:
Assessment:

OCR Cambridge National Certificate
OCR
Examination 25%
Coursework 75%

Content:
The Level 2 Award in Health and Social Care is equivalent to 1 GCSE and requires the students
to study four units of work.
Assessed by assignment
R031 Using basic first aid procedures.
R022 Communicating and working with individuals in health, social and early years setting.
R023 Understanding body systems and disorders.
Examination:
R021 Health and social care: essential values of care. (1 hour, paper based exam)

Teacher responsible: Mrs Wakeham

SPORT
Qualification:

Cambridge National Certificate in Sports Studies

Exam Board:

OCR

Assessment:

Examination 25%
Coursework/practical performance 75%

Content:
Examination:
R051

Contemporary issues in sport (1 hour, paper based exam).

Coursework:
R052

Developing sports skills, internally assessed through practical performance
and assignments.

R053

Sports leadership internally assessed through practical performance and assignments.

R054

Sports and the media internally assessed through assignments.

Teacher responsible: Mrs Wakeham

Option blocks:
Pathway Courses
Please select a first and second choice from each block.
Please note
*GCSE Art cannot be taken with GCSE DT- Three dimensional design.

Option A
Geography
History

Option B
Spanish
French
Sport
Art
Music
Business studies

Option C
French
Health and Social Care
DT – 3D design
Psychology
Drama
Catering

Notes or questions I would like to ask:

Staffordshire University Academy
Marston Road
Hednesford
Staffordshire
WS12 4JH
01543 224700
www.suacademy.co.uk

