Notes of Staffordshire University Academy Parents’ Forum
Thursday 21st March 2019, 6pm – 7pm
Venue: Staffordshire University Academy
Present:
Mrs. Hillier (Principal), Mr. Mitch Allsopp (Vice Principal), Mrs. Nicki Coss (Business Manager), Mrs. Bernie
Allsopp (Assistant Principal), Mrs. Ellen Jones (Director of Science), Mr. Steve Taylor (Director of Maths), Mr.
Tom Holdway (HoY 8), Mr. Mike Cartlidge (TIC within science)
Mrs. Claire Collins (Parent Governor),
10 family representatives were in attendance
Mrs Hillier welcomed parents and opened the meeting explaining the agenda for the evening. (slides 1 – 3)
General update
September Year 7 intake is up again to 132 after a small drop over the past couple of years.
We have two new Assistant Principal’s joining us after Easter, Mr Ricky Hall and Mr Richard Barnett-Richard.
After May half term, Mr Andrew Washbourne will join us as Head of Humanities, we believe they will be a
great additions to the team.
Furthermore, for September we have NQTs joining our music, English and science departments. We will also
welcome a teacher of humanities and a Director of Teaching and Learning. We are actively trying to fill further
vacancies in maths and MFL.
A big thank you for supporting the academy with our various fundraising activities. The students, especially our
younger Year 7 students, have really enjoyed taking part in World Book Day. Comic relief has been very
successful this year raising an amazing £1,078. Thank you.
We still await the phone call for our next monitoring visit which we estimated would be in February and now
we are coming to the end of March, so it is imminent.
Mr Mitch Allsopp contributed comments on progress working on at the academy. (slides 4 - 6)
We have introduced ‘Typicality Walks’ where by feedback on lessons is provided to teaching staff instantly with
500 cheques issued so far. Many schools are approaching us to emulate what we are doing. We are developing
our staff and supporting and coaching them to be the best.
Behaviour
One of our Local Academy Council Governors is also a County Council member who works with numerous other
secondary schools. He regularly brings visitors to the academy for a tour and to showcase the exemplary good
behaviour of our students. We are very proud to receive comments such as ‘this is the calmest school that I
have visited’

Student workbooks
We are introducing new workbooks for students, personalised for each area of the curriculum. We will require
students to complete their homework it these workbooks. We will roll them out to Year 7 students first and
samples will be brought along to the next meeting. We would appreciate any feedback from students and
parents once they have been distributed and utilised. Awaiting sample for Year 7 maths for the summer term.
Aspirations
Aspiration surveys and careers information has been collected and is now uploaded to our SIMS system and
referred to by teachers and form tutors.
Key highlights
We are delighted to announce SUA is the only academy in the area to have their very own girls football team.
Our PE department is receiving support with the extra curricular activities from Staffordshire University
undergraduates.
We are working hard to bring guests speakers to the academy to inspire the students and deliver educational
talks. Last week Mr Michael White former editor of The Guardian newspaper visited the academy and spoke to
over 100 students. We are fortunate to secure the support of Professor Carl Chinn famous for his local history
work about the real Peaky Blinders. He has offered to work closely with the academy and deliver talks on the
history of our local community.
Students continue to enjoy external visits to Staffordshire, Oxford and Warwick universities and we continue to
work closely with the Birmingham REP, Walsall FC and the English Cricket Board.
Mrs Ellen Jones, Director of science (slides 7 – 9)
Update on changes in the science department for Year 10 students.
All students will be entered for three separate science examinations – biology, chemistry and physics.
Students will achieve three grades instead of one grade for all three sciences. Students will be entered in summer
2019 for chemistry on Thursday 16th May (am) and Wednesday 12th June (am). In conversations and via student
voice, students identified struggling with learning all three sciences at the same time – focusing on chemistry
this year will support with this. Students normally excel in one or two of the science subjects – combined science
brings all grades together, separating them allows higher grades to be achieved hence a better outcome.
Students are able to be entered for different tiers (higher or foundation) for each subject. It will reduce the
number of exams students will sit in Year 11. If required, they will get another opportunity to sit chemistry in
Year 11.
Mr Mike Cartlidge, TiC within science (slide 10)
Support in science
Revision guides will be distributed next week and we have arranged a number of sessions throughout the
holidays from 10am to 2pm purely on chemistry. After a successful trial period we are happy to announce
students will have access ‘one drive’ which will enable us to upload many resources on our shared area, students
will be sent an email with a link and they can download the files, which otherwise are too big to email or print
out. We would appreciate if you could let us know if there is anything in particular your child struggles with and
we can upload some information.
Mr Tom Holdway, Head of Year/Teacher within science (slide 11 - 19)
Parental engagement
The number of Year 9 Parents’ Evenings has increased due to demand. We continue to engage with parents
through Parents’ Forum meetings each half term, Parentview online, the Principal’s blog on our website,
frequent newsletters and regular text messages.
We would like to see if parents would be interested in doing courses at the academy such as a First Aid course
delivered by St Johns Ambulance Service and subject specific workshops to support parents at home with their
children’s school work. We have prepared a questionnaire and welcome your feedback.
There is a Year 11 drop in evening scheduled prior to the Easter break and we look forward to a good attendance.
Information will be sent out.
We are fostering further links with Staffordshire University through our PE department..

Rewards – Class Charts
We are aware that a majority of Class Chart points awarded to the students are not being used. Therefore we
proposed to schedule an activity day at the end of term and after consulting the Student Council a list of activities
chosen by the students has been drawn up. The list was huge so a straw poll was carried out and the list was
finalised. Details have yet to be finalised such as the amount of points per activity etc. We believe this will have
a positive effect on the usual dip in attendance we often see at the end of term.
Format of the day
8.45 – 9.00
Tutor Period
9.00 – 10.15
Activity 1
10.15 – 10.45
Break
10.45 – 12.00
Activity 2

The activities day event will be finalised once the following is achieved:
 Make any suggested changes to plan – by 22/03/19
 Approach staff regarding plan and agree – by 25/03/19
 Investigate and approve any costing – by 25/03/19
 Publicise in assemblies – w/b 25/03/19
 Set up Class Charts so students can buy in – w/b 25/03/19
Rowena Hillier, thanked guests for their attendance and invited any questions.
Q&A
Q – Students have to buy an activity? How will you ensure all students have bought into it?
A – When students choose the activity, papers will completed and checked carefully.

Q – When are students expected to choose their GCSE options?
A – End of May, there will be an options evening to advise what courses are available and students
and parents can talk to subject staff. We are introducing options in assembly for Year 9 starting after
easter.
Q – Science, I have concerns with the content that is being delivered. For example, when the
students sat the wrong paper, it is not fair for the students.
A – Yes that was an unfortunate occurrence however the idea of the mocks is to identify where the
weaknesses are so we can address them.
Q – My daughter said she had not covered some of the content that was in the exam.
A – (Mrs Ellen Jones) I have spoken to the students and I am confident this is the best option for our
students. If they do not do well this year they can resit in Year 11.
(Mr Mitch Allsopp) Our driving force here is that we do not want our students to sit over 20 exams
next year.
Q – My daughter is not getting much done because other students are off task and the dedicated
students are not able to learn.
A- Behaviour is being addressed and we will follow up. Can you give us further details at the end of
the meeting?
Q - How do you know which exam the student should sit?

A – We have guidance from the exam board. The literacy level in each exam is different, the
foundation exams could be more tick boxes. If students don’t do well in the mock, we may put them
in the foundation level for example. It is the responsibility of the teacher to choose the exam the
students are assigned.
Q – Why were we not asked about the changes in science before they happened?
A – We apologise a letter wasn’t sent out a little sooner. Every students has been issued with a letter
explaining the changes.
Q – I would like to thank the science department for the power point presentation you sent me to
help my child study it was a godsend.
Comment - Once the students get their data we will talk to all students. Results will be shared next
Wednesday.
Q – A parent of a sixth form student commented that the intervention sessions has done wonders
for her son.
A – (Mr Mitch Allsopp) this academy has a very short school day compared to other, this is a
challenge because the new qualifications are very difficult, there is more content than for the last
Year 11. We have a lot of support in place, tutor, counsellors etc.
Q – There has been too much homework set.
A – It is very difficult to achieve a happy medium, before there was not enough homework and now
too much.
We suggest Year 11 spend 3 hours a night for revision, stop at 9pm and down time with no revision.
This is shared regularly through weekly assembly.
Q – If a student takes the chemistry exam again next year will chemistry be on the timetable?
A – No they will not be timetabled however they will be provided intervention classes after school.
Q - When will we have the sessions for Easter?
A - End of next week.
Q – What is happening with the Paris trip?
A – We take advice from Lloyd (Educational trips coordinator) from Staffordshire County Council. We
can always change the date if necessary and it would be a shame for the students to miss out on this
trip.
Q – Can we have more Parents’ Evenings for Year 9 and 11?
A - Yes we have increased them. Year 11 drop in on 3rd April and Year 9 in May will double up with
the options evening.
Meeting was closed at 7pm.

